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As persons they are in theory free, as workers they are dependent. As voters or strikers they are omnipotent; as individuals they are at the mercy of employers, whether on the land or in the factory. They have had the suffrage for a quarter of a century; they are thoroughly alert and discontented. The compliments or platitudes of the hustings sound in their ears an intentional mockery. They are landless wage-earners, employed not by persons but by corporations, dealing but indirectly with masters through managers raised above them from their own class: and where in history has such a system ever worked ? It is always the self-made man, the parvenu, the plebeian aristocracy of Rome or of England to-day, that keeps the classes apart, and traduces each to the .other. A plebeian aristocracy of wealth after the unhappy model proposed by the younger Pitt, has all the faults of a 6 middleman' or t factor' for an absentee landlord: if on a small scale he brought discontent to Ireland in the past, why on a larger scale should he be harmless to-day? It will soon be discovered that the people can understand a responsible and respected governing class based on birth and tradition, public service, and the natural sympathies. A government by wealthy upstarts, ' captains of labour,' a Venetian oligarchy, has never been acceptable to the masses, or encouraged their confidence.
Extinc-         The actual extinction of a free people, the yeomen, popular    dates from the moment of agitation for the reform of from 1760. Parliament.   When statesmen like the Duke of Richmond and Gordon, or the younger Pitt, were busy with proposals to extend political power in the nation, a large section were gradually forfeiting all right to be called citizens, because they were losing all stake in the country.   The Reform movement, delayed by the terrifying example of French anarchy, was in truth a step further in the suppression of a once free class: it took effect purely in the